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Narration Styles Analysis: On Such a Full Sea
This essay is based on Chang-Rae Lee book, "On Such a Full Sea."  The book is a thought-provoking cli-fi which commences in a future America where most sections are wasted landscape. America has immensely declined, and society is strictly stratified by three classes: Charters, B-Moh, and Counties. The high-class people live in charters, which are walled-off from the lawless society, which serves as a production facility called B-Mor, believed to be the former Baltimore (Lee 3). However, Lee's style of writing in the "On Such a Full Sea" is what makes the book unique from most cli-fi works. For instance, the narrator of the book is collective (plural narrator), unlike most books which use an individual narrator. Therefore, this essay will delineate Lee's choice of styles and its importance to the reader.
"On Such a Full Sea" is narrated by the collective B-Mor community, ‘we' narration. The bizarre nature of the plural narration is that it draws immediate narration, a reason that makes me believe Lee opted to utilize it in the writing of the book. The ‘We' narrator serves as a representative of the B-Moh and hence narrating the story through collective memory. The B-Moh community is firmly collectivist, and the reality that the narration is pluralized interrelates well with Fan, who is a protagonist book. The narrator affirms "this is the tale of Fan; the young woman….her job is to nurture the fish that enable our community to do so well in this most difficult world" (Lee 7). Also, by using ‘we' narration, the author aimed to show what a marginalized community can do when stretched to the limits. For instance, as the high-class people living in charters continued to oppress the B-Mor residents, the B-Mor shows some form of revolt. In an instance, the narrator portrays dislike for the charters and a particular fear of over-assimilation as portrayed in the assertion that, "for what are we aiming at in the end? To be more like charters?; To have built each of us, some private inaccessible to everyone to save a few cousin achievers" (Lee 308). Therefore, the author was successful in using the plural narration to represent the collective memory of a town.
In my opinion, the third person narrator would be an effective style in the book "On Such a Full Sea." Despite the role of portraying the collective nature of the B-Moh community, the plural narration subjects the authenticity of the narration of Fan's adventures into question. If the adventures were narrated in the author's voice, it would not raise any concern with the reader. On the other hand, if the author opted for this form of narration, the book would not be unique from the dystopian literature books available. Also, it will lose the blend of orthodox styles brought by the collective narration. Therefore, though a good style of narration, the third person narrative would not be effective for the book, ‘On Such a Full Sea". 
If Fan herself narrated the events in the book ‘On Such a Full Sea", it would not have an important impact like the opted ‘We' narrator. In my opinion, Fan's role in the book is not a good choice for the narrator. In the book, Fan is different from most protagonist characters in dystopian literature. In most cli-fi fiction like in Margaret Atwood's "The Year of the Flood," the protagonists are actively involved in fighting against an installed system. However, in Lee's "On Such a Full Sea," it is the collective B-Moh society who tries to rebel the Charters while Fan was out looking for her lover (Lee 177). However, it would have been good if the author decided to let Fan narrate her own journey. The plural narrator subjects the authenticity of Fan's journey into question. As evident in the book, Fan's story is narrated entirely from the perspective of B-Moh residents' collective memory. For this reason, the author of the book wants the reader to trust the narrator and believe that the information provided is not accurate. Therefore, in my view, if Lee had opted to use Fan to narrate her adventures, his goal of representing the entire community would not be achieved; Furthermore, using Fan as a narrator wound raise many questions on the authenticity of the information.
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